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" No," said Soames, " we must go back to safety.'*
" Splendid isolation, Forsyte ? "
" Meddling was all very well in the war, but in peace—
politics or business—this half-and-half interference is no
good. We can't control the foreign situation."
He looked around him, and was instantly conscious that
with those words he had struck a chord. i I'm going
through with this !' he thought.
" I should be glad, Mr. Chairman "—the manager was
speaking—" if I might say a word. The policy was of my
initiation, and I think I may claim that it has been of
substantial benefit to the Society so far. When, however,
a member of the Board takes so strong a view against its
continuance, I certainly don't press the Board to continue
it. The times are uncertain, and a risk, of course, is
involved, however conservative our estimates."
6 Now why ? ' thought Soames: c What's he ratting
for ? '
" That's very handsome of you, Elderson ; Mr. Chairman,
I think we may say that is very handsome of our manager."
Old Dosey Cosey !    Handsome !    The old woman !
The Chairman's rather harsh voice broke a silence.
" This is a very serious point of policy. I should have
been glad to have Lord Fontenoy present."
" If I am to endorse the report," said Soames shortly, " it
must be decided to-day. I have made up my mind. But
please yourselves."
He threw in those last three words from a sort of fellow
feeling—it was unpleasant to be dragooned! A
moment's silence, and then discussion assumed that
random volubility which softens a decision already forced
on one. A quarter of an hour thus passed before the
Chairman said :
" We are agreed then, gentlemen, that the report shall

